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Winemaker’s Notes – 2016 All Boys Cabernet Sauvignon 
 

AVA:  100% Dry Creek Valley, Sonoma County 
Brix:  Harvested from two vineyard blocks at average 24.5 brix, pH 3.55 
Ferm:  Warm fermented (top temp 80 degrees) for ten days. 
Barrels: Used French and American oak for fifteen months 
Blend:  94% cabernet, 3% syrah, 3% merlot. 
Production: 417 cases in this first bottling. A similar bottling is scheduled for summer 2018. 
 
The grapes came from our traditional vineyard in Dry Creek which is organically farmed, plus we 
added a new grower who uses sustainable methods to produce her grapes. We have been 
buying our sangiovese from the same source since 2011, so we are comfortable with her 
farming style and quality of fruit produced. The 2016 growing year was very good, but yields 
were very light – about two and one-half tons per hillside acre. I expect that many cabs from this 
year will be short on quantity, high in quality. We bottled this wine a few months early because 
2015 was the same way and we were out of cab. We are hoping this won’t become a pattern in 
California. 
 
We like to have a consistent style with our All Boys cab, we have been producing it since 2002, 
so we try to pick when the grapes are ripe – when the acids have mellowed and the pH is still 
within a range we know will preserve the wine for a decade or more in bottle. This is usually at a 
brix of 24.5 – 25.0.The fermentations were done in open-top tanks with yeasts isolated in 
France. Our normal punch down routine is three times daily except for those days when we are 
slammed with new grapes coming in. All the lots finished dry and completed malolactic 
fermentation in barrel. The lees remained in the barrels until just before bottling. 
 
For this blend we reduced the percentage of syrah and added a bit more merlot. These are 
small percentage additions, but their presence always seems to make the finished wine better. 
On the nose we find the traditional dark fruits – dark cherry and cassis, with just a hint of kitchen 
herbs. These carry over onto the palette with good balance and moderate finish. To us the 
tannins are fine-grained and reserved, allowing this wine to be enjoyed even in its youth. 


